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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1. A method for the secure recording and playback of Multi- 
media programming by a recording device comprising: 

inputting a recording authorization instruction into a 
recording device, said authorization instruction operating to 
authorize activation of a recording mechanism component of said 
recording device; 

recording said at least one Muhi-media program; 

inputting a playback authorization instruction into said 
recording device, said playback authorization instruction operative 
to authorize the activation of a playback mechanism component of 
said recording device; and 

playing back said at least one Multi-media program. 

2. The method according to claim 1 wherein said recording 
authorization instruction and said playback authorization instruction 
are identical 
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3. The method according to claim 1 wherein said recording 
authorization instruction comprises a first password. 

4. The method according to claim 1 wherein said at least one 
Multi-media program comprises one of Cable broadcasts, Satellite 
broadcasts and television programs broadcast in at least one of UHF, 
VHF, HDTV transmission formats. 

5. The method according to claim 1 wherein said recording 
device includes a storage component comprising a hard disk. 

6. The method according to claim 1 wherein said playback 
authorization instruction comprises a second password. 

7. The method according to claim 1 further including a step of 
designating a specific Multi-media program as restricted. 

8. The method according to claim 7 further including a step of 
playing back said restricted Multi-media program upon receipt of 
said playback authorization instruction. 
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9. A method for the secure recording and playback of Multi- 
media programming by a recording and playback device comprising: 

designating specific Multi-media programs as restricted, said 
restricted Multi-media programs requiring at least one of a playback 
authorization instruction and a recording authorization instruction to 
authorize said recording device to one of record and playback said 
restricted Multi-media programs; 

inputting said recording authorization instruction into said 
recording device, said recording authorization instruction operative 
to authorize activation of a recording mechanism component of said 
recording device; 

recording at least one of said restricted Multi-media 
programs; and 

inputting a playback authorization instruction into said 
recording device, said playback authorization instruction operative 
to authorize activation of a playback mechanism component of said 
recording device. 
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10. The method according to claim 9 wherein said recording 
authorization instruction and said playback authorization instruction 
are identical. 

11. The method according to claim 9 wherein said recording 
authorization instruction comprises a first password. 

1 2. The method according to claim 9 wherein said playback 
authorization instruction comprises a second password. 

13. A device for the secure recording of Multi-media programs 
comprising: 

a programmable recording device, said recording device 
having 1) a recording mechanism and 2) a playback mechanism, said 
recording mechanism adapted to record Multi-media programs, said 
playback mechanism adapted to playback recorded Multi-media 
programs; and 

a programming control interface, said programming control 
interface operative to selectively 1) activate said recording 
mechanism in response to a first user authorization instruction, and 

23 



Docket No.: D2622 

2) selectively activate said playback mechanism in response to a 
second user authorization instruction, wherein 1) recording of said 
Multi-media programs requires said first user authorization 
instruction to be entered into said programming control interface 
thereby activating said recording mechanism and permitting said 
Multi-media programs to be recorded, and 2) playback of said 
recorded Multi-media programs requires said second user 
authorization to be entered into said programming control interface 
thereby activating said playback mechanism and permitting said 
recorded Muhi-media programs to be played. 

14. The device according to claim 1 3 wherein said Multi-media 
programs comprise one of Cable broadcasts. Satellite broadcasts and 
television programs broadcast in at least one of UHF, VHF and 
HDTV transmission formats. 

15. The device according to claim 13 wherein said first user 
authorization instruction and second user authorization instruction 
are identical 
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16. The device according to claim 13 wherein said recording 
authorization instruction comprises a first password, 

1 7. The device according to claim 1 3 wherein said playback 
authorization instruction comprises a second password. 

18. The device according to claim 13 further including an 
interface for receiving Multi-media programs selectively designated 
as restricted. 

19. The device according to claim 18 wherein said device is 
arranged to playback said restricted Multi-media program upon 
receipt of said playback authorization instruction. 

20. A method for the secure recording and playback of Multi- 
media programming by a recording and playback device comprising: 

designating specific Multi-media programs as 
restricted; 

inputting a playback authorization instruction into 
said recording device, said playback authorization instruction 

25 



Docket No.: D2622 

operative to authorize activation of a playback mechanism 
component of said recording device; and 

playing back said restricted Multi-media programs. 

2L The method according to claim 20 wherein said first user 
authorization instruction md second user authorization instruction 
are identicaL 

22, The method according to claim 20 wherein said recording 
authorization instruction comprises a first password. 

23, The method according to claim 20 wherein said playback 
authorization instruction comprises a second password. 

24, A programming control interface for use with a recording 
device having a recording mechanism and a playback mechanism, 
comprising: 

1 ) a recording activator for activating said 
recording mechanism in response to a first user 
authorization instruction, and 
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2) a playback activator for selectively activating 
said playback mechanism in response to a second user 
authorization instruction, 

wherein 1) the programming control interface is 
adapted such that the recording of said Multi-media programs 
requires said first user authorization instruction to be entered 
into said programming control interface thereby activating said 
recording mechanism and permitting said Multi-media programs 
to be recorded, and 2) playback of a recorded Muiti-media 
program requires said second user authorization instruction to be 
entered into said programming control interface thereby 
activating said playback mechanism and permitting said recorded 
Multi-media programs to be played. 
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